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Why Animal Welfare Bodies

Directive 2010/63/EU requires  

• Animal welfare considerations to be given the highest priority

• Advice on animal welfare matters as the primary task 

➢ To enhance the life-time experience of the animals
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How to achieve these objectives

• Providing tools for the timely and practical implementation of

latest scientific and technical developments on the Three Rs

• Following the developments and outcomes of projects

• Fostering the culture of care
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The five tasks of an AWB

1. Advise the staff on welfare of animals

2. Advise the staff on the application of the Three Rs,

especially on new methods and approaches

3. Review internal operational processes 

4. Follow the development and outcome of projects

5. Advise on re-homing schemes
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Other suggested tasks beyond 
compulsory

• EU Guidance on NTS: review NTS content and accuracy 

• EU Guidance on AWBs: provide input in the project

application, in particular on the Three Rs

N.B. “Although the AWB may have input to the project application process, 

the evaluation of projects is an entirely separate requirement under the Directive.”
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The heart and soul of the Three Rs

Supported by

• Individuals

• Its members

• Organisation at all levels

• External networks
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• Initial training

• Continued professional development to 

maintain competence

• Life-long learning
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Tools for making a difference:
Training and CPD



Freely available eModules as 

self-learning or part of a formal 

training

➢ Compulsory initial training 

for all AWB members

➢ As CPD

13 new eModules under development 

e.g. recognition of pain, suffering and 

distress

➢ Replacement

➢ Reduction

➢ Refinement

Members of Animal 

Welfare Bodies
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Tools for making a difference:
Guidance
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➢Guidance document

➢Poster



Guidance for Animal Welfare 
Bodies

EU guidance document in all community languages -

endorsed by Member State authorities 

Guidance on Animal Welfare Bodies and National Committees
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/191a69b0-2555-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-283038836
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/191a69b0-2555-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-283150570
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/191a69b0-2555-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-283038836
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/191a69b0-2555-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-283150570


Access to Three Rs information

E.g., OECD 
test guideline 
(e.g., one to one 
replacement)

E.g., Eur. 
Pharmacopoeia 
monograph
(e.g., product specific 
validation)

Applied 
research

Basic 
research

From regulated testing 

to blue skies research..

Difficulty of the task

Animal use volume

➢ Replacement

➢ Reduction

➢ Refinement
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Three Rs and AWBs -
input to project applications
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Replacement 
• Does not seemed to be covered by AWBs

• Lacking sufficiently detailed knowledge

• Assume that researchers and funders already considered 

Replacement and animal use is necessary

Reduction
• Closer attention to experimental design and statistics

• Shortage of people with necessary expertise

Reduction
• Most confident to challenge 

• Feel that their input adds most value

https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/news/new-report-3rs-animal-research



Tools for making a difference: 
Access to Three Rs information

• Training

• Resources

• Networking

• within establishment

• National Committee

• regional / national

• international
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Three Rs information: 
Resources - EURL-ECVAM reports

Neurodegenerative 

diseases

Respiratory tract 

diseases

Cardiovascular 

diseases

Immunogenicity 

testing for advanced 

therapy medicinal 
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Immune oncology 
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Breast cancer

https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/eu-reference-laboratory-

alternatives-animal-testing-eurl-ecvam/biomedical-research_en
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➢ Technical report

➢ Executive Summary

➢ Leaflets

➢ JRC Data catalogue



Three Rs information: 
Resources - Refinement Wiki
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Tools for making a difference:
ALURES Statistics

Two open access central EU databases 

➢ ALURES Statistical EU database

➢ ALURES NTS EU database

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/alures_en.htm

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/alures_nts_en.htm

To improve:

• Accuracy and objectivity of reporting

• Speed of publication

• Access to data
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/alures_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/alures_nts_en.htm


Three R’s information:
Resources - ALURES NTS
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Tools for making a difference: 
Networking - ENAWB
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• European Network of Animal Welfare Bodies, ENAWB

• Initiated at FELASA 2022 

• Initiators: Belgium, Denmark, France, Portugal, Spain,

Switzerland, the Netherlands and the UK

• Presentation at the next Member State meeting in April

Piet Dierckx - PDIERCK2@its.jnj.com

Interested in knowing more?

mailto:PDIERCK2@its.jnj.com
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Bringing tools together

Initiate projects at establishment to tackle:

➢ high animal volume uses

➢ higher severity areas

➢ slow uptake of available alternatives

➢ areas with specific species

➢ animals bred, killed and not used

https://focusonseveresuffering.co.uk/
Brussels Environment
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https://focusonseveresuffering.co.uk/


• Participate in and draw from networks

• Develop a plan for each of the Three Rs

• Develop a plan for each of the five tasks

• Focus on Replacement 

– before the train leaves from the station

Bringing tools together
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• Legislation sets out five compulsory tasks - requires

➢ Appropriate training, including CPD

➢ Access to right tools

➢ Sufficient resources

• Engage with management

• Become the centre of excellence

Conclusions
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Thank you for your attention!

More information at:

https://ec.europa.eu/animals-in-science

All guidance documents in all Union languages 
available at the Publications Office of the EU

The views expressed in this presentation are solely those of the presenter and do not 
reflect the official view of the European Commission.

Logo photograph © Novo Nordisk

https://ec.europa.eu/animals-in-science
https://op.europa.eu/en/search-results?p_p_id=eu_europa_publications_portlet_search_executor_SearchExecutorPortlet_INSTANCE_q8EzsBteHybf&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&queryText=Directive+2010%2F63%2FEU+on+the+protection+of+animals+used+for+scientific+purposes&facet.collection=EUPub&startRow=1&resultsPerPage=10&SEARCH_TYPE=SIMPLE

